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The estimates in this publication are key statistics reported
early in the 1990-%1 school year and include the number of
students in membership, teachers, and high school graduates for
public and private elementary and secondary schools, and total
revenues and expenditures for the operation of public elementary
and secondary schools. The public school estimates consist of
three kinds of data: preliminary actual counts for individual
states; estimates derived by the states for the National Center
for Education Statistics (NCES); and imputed values developed by
NCES using a combination of state-specific and national data.
Private school early estimates are based on a national
probability sample of private schools surveyed in the fall of
1890.

Highlights

e Total student membership in all the Nation's elementary and
secondary schools (both public and private) is estimated to be
46.2 million students for the 1990-91 school year. Some 41.0
million of these students attend public schools, compared with
5.2 million students who attend private schools (table 1).

e There were approximately 41.0 million students in the Nation's
public elementary and secondary schools in fall 1990 compared
with 40.5 million in fall 198%. Student membership has
increased by over a million since fall 1987 (table 6).

¢ Private school membership in grades kindergarten through 12
has remained fairly constant in recent years from 4.9
million students reported in the 1988-89 school year, to
5.0 million students in 1989-90, and to 4.% million again
in 19290-91 (table 2).

e It is estimated that there are 2.7 million teachers in the
public and private schools in this school year (1990-91); 2.4
million of these educators teach public school students, while
353,000 teach private school students (table 1).

¢ The student membership and teacher count data yield pupil-to-
tezcher ratios for grade levels prekindergarten through 12 of
17.2 for pubklic schools and 14.7 for private schools (computed
from data in table 1).

¢ An estimated 2.6 million students graduated from high school
in the 1989-950 school year; 2.3 million of these graduates
were from public schools and 268,000 from private schools. An
additional 2.5 million students are expected to graduate from
high school in the 1990-91 school year; there are 2.3 million
public school students, compared with 233,000 private school
students (tabkle 1}.



Table 1.--Early estimates of key statistics for public and private elementary and secondary schools for
United States, school year 1990-91

grades prekindergarten through 12:

Graduates
Students Teachers 198%9-90 1990-91
All schools 46,222,124 2,743,277 2,591,651 2,485,703
PuBlic schools ' 41,026,499 2,390,441 2,324,035 2,253,043
Private schools 5,195,625 352,866 267,616 232,660

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Common Core of Data, and

Private School Early Estimates System.



Table 3.--Early estimates of number of teachers in private elementary and secondary education, by religious
orientation and school level for grades K through 12: United States, fall 1988 through fatl 1930

Fall Fall Fall
Characteristic 1988 1989 1990
Total 344,659 342,284 325,344
Religious orientation
Catholic 154,714 142,492 137,420
. Other religious 119,130 123,253 . 114,285
Nonséctarian 70,815 ! 76,539 ' 73,639
Schoot level
Elementary 171,115 155,692 154,227
Sgsomzany 63,270 63,281 59,202
Combined 110,273 123,311 111,915

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private School Early
Estimates System.




Table 5.--Early estimates of number of private high school gradustes, by religious orientation and school
level: School year 1987-88 through 1990-91

Projected
1987- 1988~ 1989- 1990-
Characteristic 1988 1989 1990 1991
Total 299,946 323,968 267,616 232,660
Religious orientation
Catholic 186,138 181,976 162,583 140,702
Other retigious 65,438 87,855 57,087 . 50,837
Nonsectarian 48,371 54,137 47,946 " 41,128
School level
Secondary 219,298 213,283 200,944 175,348
Combinea 80,5648 110,685 66,672 57,292

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private School Early

Estimates System.



Table 7.--Number of teachers in public elementary and secorcary schools, by state for graaes
prekindergarten tnrougn 12: School years 19856-87 to 1990-91

Actual Actusl Actual Actusl Estimates

State 1986-87 1%87-88 1988-8% 168%-90 1990-61
Total *2,243,370 *2,278,813 2,323,213 *2,356,788 *2,350,411
Alsbama 36,571 37,716 . 38,845 39,528 40,100
Ataska 6,648 6,113 6,272 6,452 .5, 727
Arizona 29,106 30,707 31,617 32,134 3,799
Arkansas 2,904 1Y 25,572 : 27,730 25,585 . *25,432
California 190,484 195,854 203 342 212,687 215,799
Coloradge 30,704 31,168 31,398 31,954 32,600
Comnecticut 34,252 35,050 35,502 35,308 w35 250
Delaware 5,883 5,951 5,898 5,968 5 951
pistrict of Columdia 5,984 6,232 5,936 6,085 6,646
Florida 91,969 95,857 100,370 104,127 . T*108,422
Georgia 57,881 62,280 59,916 61,487 65,087
Hawai i 7,251 7,684 8,737 8,866 8,956
idaho 10,234 10,258 10,425 10,715 11,042
Illinois 104,609 105,217 105,067 106,183 106,320
indiana 52,8%6 53,749 54,029 54,685 54,443
i owa 36,958 20,873 30,327 30,423 w2t 843
Kansas 27,064 27,317 28,122 28,727 5,585
Kentucxy 34,507 35,239 35,788 35,734 214 3L7
Louisiana 42,929 42,920 43,203 -- 43,588
Maine 13,685 14,264 14,553 15,206 ~48 352
Marylana 19,491 40,093 40,899 41,646 : - I
Massacnusetts £8,066 59,517 60,068 59,040 oo
Michigan B3,130 80,081 7,87 80,150 22,237
Minnesota . 40,957 42,132 42,750 43,10 «3,7
Mississippl 26,219 .- 27,283 27,5" w27 E34
Missouri 48,902 49,632 50,693 51,227 Sy,2z¢
Montana 2,818 9,659 9,826 ®,627 9,543
Nebraska 17,78 17,713 18,003 18,464 "8 456
Neveaa 7,908 8,348 8,699 9,175 9,042
New Kamoshire 10,300 10,363 10,442 10,572 10,405
New Jersey 75,558 78,335 7,698 79,567 81,724
New Mexico 14,874 15,175 15,770 16,150 16,220
New York 168,940 170,236 - 172,807 174,610 174,500
North Carolina 58,103 59, 61,933 63,160 64,331
Nerth Dakota 7.77% 7,632 7.731 7,809 g 563
Ohio 98,894 99,5641 101,021 101,827 *=101,032
Cklahoms 35,041 34,518 35,116 35,631 36,600
oregan 24,615 24,911 25,147 25,830 25,800
Pennsyivania 102,953 103,307 104,379 105,415 104,800
Rhooe istana 8,916 8,934 9,216 2,369 **Q 450
South Carolina 35,349 35,701 35,877 35,337 36,670
South Dakota 8,031 8,172 8,250 &,191 weg 113
Tennessee 41,103 42,082 42,657 42,824 &b 451
Texas 1B%,310 187,15¢ 196,616 199,397 206,399
Utah 17,752 17,124 17,602 17,611 18,300
Vermont .- 6,938 &, 852 6,852 *8, 947
virginia 58,141 5¢.928 60,883 62,138 62,796
Washington 37,065 38,344 38,780 40,279 41,219
West virginia 22,931 22,702 2,17 21,653 21,251
Wisconsin 47,039 47,721 48,541 49,329 52,378
vyamg 7,201 6,798 6,693 6,697 b - 553

mtlymg Areas

American Samas - 656 674 459 679
Guas 1,430 1,407 1,403 1,622 1,501
Northern Marianas - 305 I3 358 - *350
Puerto Rice 32,361 33,069 3,357 33 427 33,670
virgin [slands 1,631 1,590 1,597 1,595 1,610

--Data missing or not available. wNational total incluces 1MPUTAtion fOr MiSking Gata.
*Imputed by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES).

erpctual fall 1990 count.

NOTE: ALl 1990-91 numbers are state estimates uniess otherwise indicated by single
or double asterisks. Estimates are reported as of Decesber 1990.

SQURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES, Common Core of Data.
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Table 9.--Revenues for pubiic eiementary ana secomaary ecucation, by state for graces
prexindergarten tnrough 12: Fiscal years 1987 to 1991
{ln thousanas of dollars)

Actual Actusl “Actual Estimated Estimated

State FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91
Total *$158,827,473  $169,555,933  $194,210,310 v$203,473,721 *$217,789,649
Alsbama 2,070,839 2,171,704 2,552,053 2,358,169 2,504,619
Alaska 731,150 777,085 B4k, 292 035,074 *1,015,4678
Arizona 2,106,584 2,351,006 2,589,509 2,810,611 2,929,000
Arkansas 1,111,619 1,211,164 1,473,751 *1,550,182 1,638,930
California 17,219,479 17,884,769 22,208,938 26,218,225 *25,631,719
Coloradoe 2,395,723 2,643,132 2,477,978 2,533,600 2,533,600
Comnecticut 2,806,381 2,890,957 3,116,060 - 3,290,000 3,350,000
Delaware 429,392 464,318 500,642 584,325 623,857
bistrict of Columia 439,795 484,717 521,094 w558, 683 558,364
siorida 6,610,567 7,666,975 8,396,809 **9,560,343 10,298,447
Georgia 3,708,383 3,715,388 4,693,011 5,154,952 5,960,680
Kawaii 592,815 623,136 682,202 720,678 761,325
1daha © 544,525 580,432 651,165 708,959 781,830
Illinois 6,025,415 4,452,388 8,023,507 8,923,607 %,000,000
Indiana 3,563,524 3,825,865 4,372,707 4,678,798 5,006,312
lowa 1,866,332 1,958,184 2,072,991 2,176,640 2,285,472
¥3nsss 1,681,665 1,773,743 1,920,927 2,066,997 2,159,987
Kentucky 1,656,267 1,819,222 2,071,522 2,158,528 2,590,231
Louisiana 2,616,437 2,541,650 2,787,869 2,778,810 2,883,410
Haine 779,817 884,378 1,027,134 1,136,010 1,249,611
Marytand 3,223,020 3,664,182 3,804,335 4,257,050 4,588,028
Nassacnusetts 4,103,291 4,485,247 4,847,275 4,995,254 4,993,000
Michigan 7,242,874 7,650,004 7,700,991 8,163,051 8,489,573
Minnesota 3,10%, 4861 3,298,933 3,685,226 e 897,625 4,253,474
Miacissipoi 1,076,279 1,135,083 1,440,070 wwy 547,254 1,624,627
®iasouri 2,749,630 3,069,758 3,442,018 3,527,916 3,808, 164
Montana 632,958 634,045 662,104 685,000 717,000
Nebraska 1,005,585 1,034,017 1,214,451 ~q,288 695 1,378,671
Nevaga 595,821 660,290 757,861 *eBL3 345 890,779
New Hampsnire 647,069 748,214 803,925 1,103,285 1,277,935
New Jersey 6,592,990 7,250,514 7.992,88% 8, 397,023 *8 931,840
Kew Mexico 1,008,277 1,028,708 1,142,068 *1,220,209 *1,305,088
New York 15,757,034 17,094,950 18,764,256 18,900,000 20,500,000
North Caraotina 3,473,998 3,789,548 4,279,584 4,949,607 5,602,642
North Dakota 421,752 433,358 466,588 439,915 509,512
Chie 6,293,631 6,611,187 8,222,796 =g 652,001 9,084,601
Okl ahoma 1,727,848 1,750,530 2,127,862 2,203,000 2,428,000
Qregen 1,863,501 1,962,303 2,315,476 2,304,000 2,480,000
Pernsyivania 8,259,284 8,781,585 9,154,187 9,703,000 10,284,000
Rhode lsiang 630,222 6B2,488 793,042 818,537 892,206
South Carolina 1,987,857 2,175,842 2,453,008 *2,590,386 *2, 763,570
South Dakota &17,550 434,761 468 658 eRLTY, P66 495 554
Temnessee 2,083,571 2,835,642 2,731,881 2,680,081 2,843 968
Trape 11,900,931 12,612,869 13,110,312 14,192,632 15,108,911
Utah 1,153,356 1,183,399 1,203,017 1,240,000 1,280,000
Vermont 388,013 493,874 507,918 *544,037 *543, 794
virginia -- 3,934,323 4,836,643 5,16% 879 5,428,373
wWashington 3,118,233 3,218,732 3,775,985 *s3 516,311 4,048,543
Weat Virginia 1,237,866 1,268,654 1,290,156 1,408,053 1,451,251
Wisconsin 3,303,237 3,552,430 3,504,897 4,016,653 4,290,232
Wyoming 609,195 568,402 566,196 581,700 590,100

Outiying Areas

American Samoa 20,479 21,047 24,385 w22,129 24,582
Guas 92,078 88,106 104,724 w88 177 88,177
Northern Merianas 14,908 17.876 .- - .
Puerto Rico 936,115 9:2,179 1,096,135 1,185,466 1,160,449
virgin Islands 100,194 106,533 132,325 129,673 143,026

--Data missing or not availsble. Nationai total includes imputation for mMissing oata.
*Imputed by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES).

**Actual count.

NOTE: ALl FY?0 and FY?1 rumbers are state estimates uniess otherwise indicated

by single or double asterisks. Estimstes are reported as of December 1990. The fiscal
survey was revised in FY89, .

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Ecucation, NCES, Common Core of Data.
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Table 11.--Student memoersnip ana nuoer of tescners, and estimates of revenues, expenaitures, ang oupil/teacher
ratio, for public eiemenctary and seconcary Schools, by state for graces prexincergarten tnrougn 12:
School year 1989-90/Fiscal year 1990 )

Actuat Estimsten
Current Pupit/
Number of Revenues expenditures teacher Per pupil Per pupil

State Hembership teachers (in thousands) (in thousanas) ratie revenue  expengiture

Total 40,526,372 *2,356,788  *$203,473,721 *$185, 249,661 *17.2 *$5,020 *$4,571
Alabama 723,343 39,928 2,358,169 2,834,432 18.1 3,280 3,089
Alaska 109,280 6,452 *336,076 *205,828 16.8 *8,565 7,373
Arizona 607,615 - 32,134 2,810,611 2,416,350 18.9 4,626 3,977
Arkansas , . 434,960 25,585 1,550,182 1,397,212 17,0 *3,563 . *3.212
Catifornis €, 771,978 212,687 *24,218,225 *21,266,083 22.4 *5.075 4,456
Colorace 562,755 31,954 2,533,600 2,380,000 17.6 4,502 4,229
Connecticut 461,560 35,308 3,250,000 3,110,000 13.1 7,128 6,738
Delauare 97,808 5,968 584,325 562,135 16.4 5,974 5,747
District of Columia 81,304 6,055 *eG58, 683 546,248 13.4 4,872 4,719
Florida 1,772,349 104,127 9 560,363 weg 287,905 17.0 5,394 4,676
Georgia 1,126,535 61,487 §,154,952 4,241,718 18.3 4,576 3,765
Hawaii 169,453 8,886 720,678 680,182 19.1 4,252 - 4,013
Idaho 214,932 10,715 705,959 546,021 20.1 3,289 3,006
[tlinois 1,797,358 106,183 8,523,607 8,644,858 16.9 4,965 4,821
Indiana 954,165 54,486 4,678,798 4,044,031 17.5 4,904 4,238
lowa 478,484 30,423 2,176,640 2,002,648 15.7 4,549 4,185
Kansas : £30,86+ 28,727 2,064,997 1,840,680 15.0 4,793 4,272
Xentucky 630,688 35,731 2,158,526 1,999,328 17.7 3,422 3,170
Louisiana 783,025 .- 2,778 810 2,854,471 17.9 3,549 3,390
Maine 213,77 15,206 1,136,010 1,019,656 14.1 5,314 4,770
Harylans 698,823 41,546 4,257,050 3,722,830 16.8 6,092 5,327
Massscnuserts 825,588 35,040 4,993,294 4,554,408 14.0 6,048 £,817
Micnigan 1,576,785 23,150 8,163,051 7,542,861 19.7 5,177 5,037
Minnesota 739,553 43,10 =3 997,625 3,465,711 17.2 5,405 4,685
Mississippi 502,023 27,5%1 ey 547,264 1,457,123 18.2 3,082 2,503
Missouri 807,934 $4,227 3,527,916 3,068,000 15.8 4,367 3,795
Montana 151,265 9,627 685,000 635,000 15.7 4,528 4,198
Nebrasxa 270,920 18,454 *1,288,495 *1,180,517 14.7 g, 756 *, 357
Nevacs 186,834 9,175 *RLY 345 we830,859 20.4 4,514 &, 447
New Hampsnire 171,656 10,5872 1,103,285 932,181 16.2 §,425 5,429
New Jersey 1,076,002 79,597 8,397,023 *7,730,812 13.5 7,803 *7,184
New Mexico 296,057 16,150 *1,220,209 1,069,172 18.3 *6,122 *3,544
New York 2,565,841 174,610 18,900,000 17,500,000 14.7 7,386 6,976
North CArolina 1,080,744 63,160 4,969,607 4,021,104 17.1 4,598 3.7
Naorth Dakota 117,816 7.809 489,915 483,631 15.1 4,158 4,105
Chio ©, 767,159 101,627 *»8 652,001 g 067,913 17.4 4,896 4,565
Ok {ahoma 578,58% 35,631 2,203,000 1,819,000 16.2 3,808 3,144
Oregon 472,3%4 25,5630 2,304,000 2,174,000 18.4 4,877 4,602
Pemnsyivania 1,655,279 105,415 $,703,000 9,199,000 15.7 5,862 5,557
Rhode Isianc 135,7:z% 9,169 *wB18,537 o803, 345 14.5 6,031 5,943
South Carciina 616,177 36,337 *2,5%0,386 2,852,570 17.0 5,203 *3,655
Soenn Tikate 127,329 8,191 LT, 966 **452,611 15.5 3,707 3,555
Tenmnessee 819,660 42,824 2,580,081 2,643,075 19.4 3,270 2,981
Texas 3,328,514 199,397 14,192,632 12,505,272 16.7 4,254 31,757
utah 437,446 17,611 1,240,000 1,070,000 24.8 2,835 2,446
Vermont 96,779 6,852 544,037 *523,258 13.8 5,760 *5,520
virginis 985,348 62,138 5,169,879 4,498,761 15.¢9 5,247 4,568
Washington 810,232 40,279 3 616,311 wey 677,921 20.1 4,463 4,939
West virginia 127,540 21,653 1,408,053 1,345,420 15.1 6,299 4,169
Wisconsin 782,905 49,329 4,014,653 4,119,609 15.9 5,128 5,282
Wyoming 97,172 8,697 584,700 499,700 14.5 5,986 5,142

outlying Areas
American Samca 12,258 59 22,129 22,273 18.6 1,805 1,817
Guam 26,453 1,622 =88 177 **g5,325 16.3 3,328 3,258
Northern Marianas 6,101 358 .- .- i7.0 .- .-
Puerte Rico 651,225 33,427 1,165,466 1,091,716 19.5 1,790 1,676
virgin Islands 21,193 1,595 129,673 115,409 13.3 6,119 5,646

T-Data missing of Not avalilable. WNarionai total includes \Eputation for missing data.

*Imputed by the Kstional Center for Education statistics (NCES).

**Actual count.

NOTE: All numbers for revenues and expenditures are state estimstes unless otherwise indicated by single or double
asterisks. AlL numers for membership and teachers are sctual counts unless otherwise noted. Estimates for
revenues and expenditures are reported as of December 1990,

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES, Common Core1u§ Data.



TECENICAL NOTES
Public School Early Estimates Methodology

In mid-November 1990, survey forms were sent out to each state
education agency. States were asked to either mail or fax the
completed form. Those which had not responded by December were
contacted by telephone. All data were checked for reasonableness
against prior years' reports, and followup calls were made to
resolve any guestions. '

Missing values for student membership were imputed by
multiplying membership data from the 1989-90 school year by one
plus the rate of growth experienced in student membership from
1988-89 to 1989-90. '

Missing values for other data elements were imputed by state,
using ratios of the missing gquantity to the student membership
value, and then adjusting this number by the national average
percent change from the previous year for this element. For
example, the procedure for imputing the number of teachers in the
1990-%1 schocl year involved: (1) calculating the
teacher-to-student ratio in the given state in 1989-%0; (2)
calculating the total growth rate in teacher-to-student ratios
for reporting states from 1889-90 to 1990-%1; and (3) multiplying
the state student membership for the 1990-%91 school year by the
ratio calculated in step 1, and then multiplying this product by
the growth rate calculated in step 2. Equivalent procedures were
used for imputing numbers of high school graduates, revenues, and
current expenditures. When a national total includes imputed
state values, that national total is reported as an imputed
number.

The "Fiscal Survey" instrument was revised for fiscal year
1989. The difference between the revised form and the version it
replaced accounts for some of the differences between figures
reported before fiscal year 1989 and figures for fiscal year 1989
and subsegquent years.

Accuracy of Estimates

Past years' data provide an indication of the differences
between early estimates and final data. The early estimate of
public school membership for fall 1989 was 40,608,342, which
represented an increase of 1.04 percent from the fall 1988 value.
The actual increase, based on the final count of 40,526,372 was
0.84 percent. Last year's estimate indicated that there were
2,359,941 public school teachers for 1989-90, implying an
increase of 1.58 percent over the previous year. Actual increase
of public school teachers over that year was 1.45 percent. For
number of public school graduates, the estimated decrease from

15



probabilities proportionate to size from each stratum. The
measure of size used for this purpose was the sgquare root of
student membership multiplied by the inverse of the probability
of selection of the PSU in which the school is located.

A new estimation procedure was used to produce the 1990
private school early estimates. This procedure used the
estimates obtained from the entire universe of private schools in
the Private School Survey of 1989 and adjusted those estimates
for the change reflected in the.1990 early estimates data
collections. The steps of this procedure were: 1) obtain
Private School Survey (PSS) universe estimates for the data
elements desired; 2) adjust PSS estimates for partial and total
nonresponse; 3) collect 1930 early estimates data for the data
elements; 4) weight the early estimate sample to reflect the
sampling rates (probability of selection) and to adjust for total
nonresponse separately by the sampling strata and by enrollment;
5) measure the change for these data elements between the PSS and
the early estimates data collection for those schools that were
in the early estimates sample and had the appropriate data for
both 1589 and 1990; and, 6) apply the change calculated in step 5
to the data from all of the schools in the PSS universe. Numbers
in the tables and text have been rounded. Ratics have been
calculated on the actual estimates rather than the rounded
values. The 1990 early estimates were adjusted to account for
both teotal and partial nonresponse.

Sample survey data, such as the private school estimates data,
are subject to error due to variations in sampling. The standard
error is a measure of the variability due to sampling when
estimating a statistic. It indicates how much variance there is
in the population of possible estimates of a parameter for a
given sample size. Standard errors can be used as a measure of
the precision expected from a particular sample. If all possible
samples were surveyed under similar conditions, intervals of 1.96
standard errors below to 1.96 standard errors above a particular
statistic would include the true population parameter being
estimated in about 95 percent of the samples. This is a 95
percent confidence interval. For example, for the ratio of
prive-a =chool puplls to private school teachers in 1990-81, the
estlmate for all private schools is 14.9 and the standard error
is 0.14. The 385 percent confidence interval for this statistic
extends from 14.9 - (0.14 times 1.96) to 14.9 + (0.14 times 1.96)
or from 14.6 to 15.2. The standard error for the 5,195,625
students in private schools is 108,023.6. The 95 percent
confidence interval for this statistic extends from 4,983,899 to
5,407,351. ‘

Estimates of standard errors were computed using a variance
estimation procedure for complex sample survey data known as
balanced repeated replication. Table 13 presents standard errors
for some key statistics for private schools.
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of the Current Population Survey (CPS), "School Enrollment--~
Social and Economic Characteristics of students: October 1989,"
Current Population Reports, Series P-20, U.S. Department of
Commerce, forthcoming). This comparison showed that the two
estimates are different. In particular, the CPS estimate of the
number of private school students in grades kindergarten through
12 in the 1989-90 school year is 4.1 millicon, compared with the
5.0 million students reported in the NCES 1989-90 early
estimates. (The confidence interval on the CPS estimates ranges
from 3.9 to 4.3 million and the confidence interval of the early
estimates private school membership count ranges from 4.8 to 5.2
million.)

Comparisons of NCES early estimates for Catholic schools with
the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) universe
data for the 1989-90 school year show similarities in these two
independent data sources ("United States Catholic Elementary and
Secondary Schools, 1989-90," National Catholic Educational
Asscciation, 1990). The NCEA teacher count of 136,900 is based
solely on full-time teachers, while the estimate reported here
(137,420) includes part-time teachers in the computation of full-
time egquivalents. Despite this definitional difference, the two
values are similar (the confidence interval of the NCES estimate
ranges from 131,967 to 142,873). The NCEA estimate of 141,775
high school graduates in 1989-%0 is comparable to the NCES
estimate of 162,583. (The confidence interval for the NCES
estimate is 135,147 to 190,019.)

The number of students reported in membership in Catholic
schools is different in the two reports, with a membership count
of 2,498,870 from NCEA and an NCES early estimates membership
count of 2,603,980. The confidence interval on the NCES early
estimate of Catholic school student membership ranges from
2,515,497 to 2,692,462.

The definitional difference in the number of teachers and the
difference in the reported number of students may affect the
pupil-to-teacher ratio. 1In fact, the pupil-to-teacher ratio is
different in the two reports. The NCEA 1989-90 school year
pupri-cu-ceachier ratio of 18.3 1is different from the NCES 1990-%1
early estimate of 18.9 for Catholic schools (the confidence
interval on the NCES pupil-to-teacher ratio in Catholic schools
ranges from 18.5 to 1%8.3).
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Per pupil expenditure (or per pupil revenue) is the total
current expenditure (or revenue) for public elementary and

secondary education in a state divided by the student membership.
‘The numpers reported here, based on membership, can be expected
to be smaller than per pupil expenditures (and per pupil
revenues) based on average daily attendance, because the
membership counts are generally larger than average daily
attendance.

For More Information

For information about the Public School Early Estimates Systen
or the Common Core of Data, contact Frank Johnson, Office of
Educational Research and Improvement, National Center for
Education Statistics, 555 New Jersey Avenue NW, Washington, DC
20208-5651, telephone (202) 219-1618.

For information about the Private School Early Estimates
System or the Private School Universe data collection system,
contact Elizabeth Gerald, Office of Educational Research and
Improvement, National Center for Education Statistics, 555 New
Jersey Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20208-5651, telephone (202)
21%-1334. :
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